About BancABC Zambia 
BancABC Zambia is a retail bank with more than 50,000 clients. BancABC Zambia is a registered clearing bank and a member of the Bankers Association of Zambia (BAZ). For the past ten years, the focus has been on providing Zambians with affordable, accessible and simplified banking – delivered with fast turn-around and personal service. 

The Bank’s underlying philosophy is to use innovative modern technology to drive down costs, to increase accessibility and to simplify client processes. There are currently 19 outlets nationwide, conveniently placed where people work, shop and commute, with a further 3 to open before 2011 year-end. The Bank’s core activities include simplified transacting, savings and short- to medium-

term lending facilities and also a wide range of SME and corporate lending products to cater for the needs of Zambia’s emerging businesses. 

About Norfund 
Norfund is an investment company intended to develop and establish profitable and sustainable enterprises in poor countries. The objective is to promote business development and contribute to economic growth and poverty alleviation. Norfund operates in some of the world’s poorest countries and invests in markets where ordinary commercial enterprises are often reluctant to venture alone because of the high risk. 

Norfund is a hybrid company with limited liability established and operated under special legislation (the Norfund Act) and owned by the Norwegian Government through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Norfund acts as a key instrument of Norwegian development policy, and the Storting (Norwegian parliament) allocates annual capital grants to Norfund in its development assistance budget. Norfund invests equity, directly in enterprises and indirectly through funds, as well as providing loans to individual companies. Norfund’s investments are divided into four investment areas: Financial Institutions, SME Funds, Renewable Energy and Industrial Partnerships. The main office is in Oslo and regional offices are in Bangkok, Johannesburg, Nairobi and San José (Costa Rica). 

The aim is to become a leading investment fund for emerging markets by combining a strong financial position with high-quality investment management skills and extensive international experience. 

The description of Norfund's mandate contains an implicit requirement that its operations will contribute to poverty alleviation and development.
